Summer Reading
US Studies: Literature
School Year: 2020-21

Midland 11th Grade English
SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT 2020
Literature has the power to both capture and inform the human experience. In these strange
physically-distanced times, we seek ways to connect with and support one another. As such, the
English Department has chosen two texts that focus on resilience through pandemic: Station Eleven by
Emily St. John Mandel (2011), and/or Fever 1793 (2002) by Laurie Halse Anderson.
All Midland students will read one (or both!) of these books as their English summer reading
selection. We will engage in inter-grade-level discussions about these novels upon return to
campus. See descriptions of books below and choose whichever book appeals to you!
Station Eleven: A dystopian novel set in post-apocalyptic Great Lakes Region of the American continent
in which a wandering Shakespearean troupe of actors brings hope to humanity.
Synopsis:

One snowy night a famous Hollywood actor slumps over and dies onstage during a
production of King Lear. Hours later, the world as we know it begins to dissolve. Moving back
and forth in time—from the actor's early days as a film star to fifteen years in the future, when
a theater troupe known as The Travelling Symphony roams the wasteland of what
remains—this suspenseful, elegiac, spellbinding novel charts the strange twists of fate that
connect five people: the actor, the man who tried to save him, the actor's first wife, his oldest
friend, and a young actress with the Traveling Symphony, caught in the crosshairs of a
dangerous self-proclaimed prophet. Sometimes terrifying, sometimes tender, Station Eleven
tells a story about the relationships that sustain us, the ephemeral nature of fame, and the
beauty of the world as we know it. (Mandel)

Pages: 337
Challenge level: Moderate
Link to book reviews: New York Times (if you want something weighty and lengthy) and a
Purdue English Department blog entry by a junior in college (if you want something short and
sweet).
Fever 1793:A historical fiction young adult novel tackling the yellow fever epidemic in Philadelphia.
Synopsis:

August 1793. Fourteen-year-old Mattie Cook is ambitious, adventurous, and sick to death of
listening to her mother. Mattie has plans of her own. She wants to turn the Cook Coffeehouse into
the finest business in Philadelphia, the capital of the new United States. But the waterfront is abuzz
with reports of disease. “Fever” spreads from the docks and creeps toward Mattie’s home,
threatening everything she holds dear. As the cemeteries fill with fever victims, fear turns to panic,
and thousands flee the city. Then tragedy strikes the coffeehouse, and Mattie is trapped in a living
nightmare. Suddenly, her struggle to build a better life must give way to something even more
important – the fight to stay alive. (Anderson)

Pages: 251
Challenge level: Young Adult
Link to book review: h
 ttps://duelinglibrarians.net/reviews/fever-1793.shtml

Juniors: Assignment Components and Grading
Read and Keep a Journal
In an effort to develop your close-reading skills, as well as build a base of notes to refer back to in the
first weeks of school, you will keep a journal for credit. To enable a nuanced discussion of your
pandemic book upon return back to campus, please use template linked below to type all your journal
entries.
Format for Journal:
▪

Use this template to type all your journal entries:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1R7dhfWbAqQrijSl9D3G8cfU0gElxpdUz_dEw4-6K
wtw/edit

▪

Journal assignments: For the pandemic novel (Station Eleven or Fever 1793) journal
assignment you must write 1+ entry PER THIRD of the book ( 3+ entries total).

▪

Entries are open-ended but not intended to be summaries (it ain’t Cliffnotes); rather, this is an
opportunity to reflect on what you’ve read - what surprised you? What questions do you have?
etc. Use the focus questions on the template to guide your responses!
ASSIGNMENT IS DUE FIRST DAY OF CLASS
TO GOOGLE CLASSROOM!

Questions? Contact your friendly Midland English teacher and have a great summer!
Alison Nikitopoulos: a nikitopoulos@midland-school.org
Ellie Moore: emoore@midland-school.org

